
ELLIs LAwHQRNE

John F. Beach
Direct dial: 803/343-1269
'beach(c3ell islawhorne. com

February 14, 2007

FILED KLKCTRONICALLY AND ORIGINAL VIA 1 CLASS MAIL SERVICE
The Honorable Charles L.A. Terreni

Chief Clerk
South Carolina Public Service Commission
Post Office Drawer 11649
Columbia, South Carolina 29211

RE: Petition of the Office of Regulatory Staff
Docket No. 2006-327-WS, KLS File No. 1015-10306

Dear Mr. Terreni:

Enclosed for filing please find the original and one copy (I) copy of the Response
of Wyboo Plantation Utilities, Inc. to the Amended Petition of the Office of Regulatory
Staff for filing in the above-referenced docket. By copy of this letter, I am serving all parties of
record in this proceeding and enclose my certificate of service to that effect.

Please stamp "received" the additional copy of this letter, and return in the

enclosed envelope.

With kind regards, I am

Yours truly,

JB/cr
Attachment
cc: Randall Dong, Esquire, w/a

all parties of record, w/a

Mr. Mark Wrigley, w/a

J F. Beach

THIS DOCUMENT IS AN EXACT DUPLXCATE OF THE E-FXLED COPY SUBMITTED TO
THE COMMISSION IN ACCORDANCE WITH XTS ELECTRONIC FILXNG
INSTRUCTIONS.

Ellis, Lawhorne 8 Sims, P.A. , Attorneys at Law

3501 Main Street, 5th Floor ~ PO Box 2285 ~ Columbia, South Carolina 29202 ~ 803 254 4390 ~ 803 779 4749 Fax ~ ellislawhorne. corn



BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2006-327-%/S

Office of Regulatory Staff,
Petitioner

Wyboo Plantation Utilities, Inc. ,
Respondent.

)
)

RESPONSE OF WYBOO PLANTATION
UTILITIES, INC. TO AMENDED PETITION
OF THK OFFICE OF REGULATORY
STAFF

)

Pursuant to the January 11,2007 Notice issued by the Public Service Commission of

South Carolina (the "Commission" ) and received by Wyboo Plantation Utilities, Inc, ("Wyboo")

on January 16, 2007, 26 S.C. Regs. , 103-837 and 103-841, Wyboo responds to the Amended

Petition of South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff ("ORS")dated December 28, 2006.

Wyboo continues to appreciate ORS's attention to Wyboo's operations in this and

Wyboo's rate proceeding. Through this process, Wyboo management has gained essential

information regarding the proper business operations of a regulated water and sewer utility in

South Carolina.

Wyboo agrees that "Public Interest" is defined by South Carolina statute as follows:

. . . a balancing of the following:

(1) concerns of the using and consuming public with respect to public utility

services, regardless of the class of customer;

(2) economic development and job attraction and retention in South Carolina; and

(3) preservation of the financial integrity of the state's public utilities and

continued investment in and maintenance of utility facilities so as to provide
relative and high quality utility services.



Wyboo believes that it is appropriate for the Commission to utilize this definition as its

standard for deciding upon the issues in this proceeding.

Water Ta Fees Im actFees Cut-on Cut-offFees Ille al Water Vse fee.

Wyboo aclaxowledges that it has charged water tap fees to certain new customers since

Mark Wrigley became Wyboo's sole stocl&older in 2001. Wyboo charged these tap fees in part

because Wyboo's previous owner, Bill Gregory, informed Mr. Wrigley upon the sale of Wyboo

that Wyboo was tariffed by the Commission to charge a tap fee for each new water customer.

Wyboo utilized its own personnel, hired third-party contractors, and purchased materials

in order to grant customers' requests to be interconnected to the Wyboo water system. Wyboo

made these connections in a timely fashion, and the customers received the benefits associated

with these interconnections. The amounts that Wyboo charged customers did not fully cover the

costs that Wyboo incurred in making these interconnections. At the time of these

interconnections, Wyboo expended real costs, and provided valuable services that were

commensurate with the amounts these customers paid.

Wyboo is informed and believes that it has not charged any water impact fees.

While the utility is unaware of any specific water cut-on, cut-off fees it may have levied,

it believes that any charges it may have levied for water cut-on and cut-off are also consistent

with the Utility's costs associated with this service.

Wyboo is currently pursuing rates and tariff provisions that will formalize all charges for

water and sewer service.

Sewer Ta Fees in Excess of $500

Wyboo acknowledges that it has charged certain customers in excess of $500 for sewer

connections. As with the charges related to water connections, Wyboo utilized its own



personnel, hired third-party contractors, and purchased materials in order to grant customers'

requests to be interconnected to the Wyboo sewer system. Wyboo made these connections in a

timely fashion, and the customers received the benefits associated with these interconnections.

The amounts that Wyboo charged customers did not fully cover the costs that Wyboo incurred in

making these interconnections. At the time of these interconnections, Wyboo expended real

costs, and provided valuable services that were commensurate with the amounts these customers

paid.

Wyboo is currently pursuing rates and tariff provisions that will bring Wyboo's tariffed

charges for sewer connection in line with its associated costs.

DHEC Sewer Fee

Wyboo acknowledges that it charged certain customers a fee related to the costs

associated with DHEC's regulation of its sewer treatment services. Wyboo was under the

misunderstanding that it could do this pursuant to Commission and DHEC regulations. Wyboo

realizes that its understanding was incorrect, and commits to refund all such charges that it may

have collected since Mr Wrigley purchased Wyboo in 2001.

DHEC Safe Drinkin Water Pee

Wyboo will review DHEC's annual billings provided each year and commits to refund

any such overcharges to customers that it may have collected.

Refund of Customer De osits

Wyboo acknowledges that pursuant to 26 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-531.5 through 103-

531.7 and 26S.C. Code Ann. Regs 103-731.5 through 103-731.7, all deposits must be returned to

the customer, credited to the customer's account, and/or managed in accordance with state law.

Wyboo believes that it has now returned all security deposits, including interest, to its customers.



On December 28, 2006, Wyboo provided a supplement to ORS' Continuing Data Request No.

4.1. Copies of these security deposit refunds are attached hereto as Exhibit 1.Wyboo will

continue to monitor this situation and commits to refund any deposits that the Commission finds

should be returned to its customers.

Collection of Ta Fees b Wri le 4 Associates

Wyboo acknowledges that Wrigley & Associates did collect some water and sewer tap

fees that should have been paid to Wyboo Plantation Utilities, Inc. as the regulated entity of the

Commission, Wyboo will ensure that in the future approved tap fees are always paid to Wyboo

Plantation Utilities, Inc.

Conclusion

It is Wyboo's hope that this response will fully satisfy ORS's concerns, Wyboo believes

that its treatment of the various charges was in the "public interest" as defined

above. Wyboo is ready and willing to provide such other and further evidence as the

Commission may deem just and proper.

John F. each, Esquire
John J ringle, Jr., Esquire
1501 Main Street, 5' Floor
P.O. Box 2285
Columbia, South Carolina 29202
Telephone: (803) 779-0066
Facsimile: (803) 799-8479

Columbia, South Carolina
February 14, 2007

Attorneys for Wyboo Plantation Utilities, Inc.
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WYBOO PLANTATION UTILITIES, INC.
SECURITY DEPOSITS

Cobaugh, Charles DC-1-1

Interest for 2004
Interest for 2005

12/11/2006
1157.
1,68
0.98

NBSC ReFund Security Deposit Interest 2.66

WYBOO PLANTATION UTILITIES, INC.
SECURITY DEPOSITS

Cobaugh, Charles DC-I-I

Interest for 2004
Interest for 2005

if.57
1,68
0.98

NBSC ReFund Security Deposit, interest 2.66

$0ELUxE BUslNESS FORMS 1+800-328-0304 www. defoxeforme. corn
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WYBQQ PLANTATION UTILITIES„ INC.
SECURITY DEPOSITS

Harper, Judith 191/d-3

Interest for 2003
Interest for 2004
Interest for 2005

12/11/2006
1172
0,74
1,68
0.98

NBSC ReFund Security Deposit Interest 3.40

WYBOO PLANTATION UTILITIES, INC.
SECURITY DEPOSITS

Harper, Judith 191/d-3
Interest for 2003
Interest for 2004
Interest for 2005

q
4:~ tt 0/it/2066 ii.72

0,74
1.68
0.98

NBSC

.)
"I

ReFund Security Depoki~t-I»tterest 3,40
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WYBOO PLANTATION UTILITIES„ INC.
SECURITY DEPOSITS

Lenhardt, William WPU-538-N-34

Interest for 2003
Interest for 2004
Interest for 2005

12/11/2006
:L182
0,74
1.68
0.98

NBSC ReFund Security Deposit Interest . 3,40

WYBOO PLANTATION UTILITIES, INC.
SECURITY DEPOSITS

Lenhardt, William WPU-538-N-34

Interest for 2003
Interest for 2004
Interest for 2005

~r«

r

lt(/11/2006 ii82
0.74
1,68
0,98
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NBSC ReFund Security Depo)+laterest 3.40
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WYBOO PLANTATION UTILITIES„ INC.
'
SECURITY DEPOSITS

'

Mastrangeio, 259/E-11

Interest for 2003
Interest for 2004
Interest for 2005

12/11/2006
ii85
0.74
1.68
0.98

NBSC ReFund Security Deposit Interest 3.40

WYBOO PLANTATION UTILITIES, INC
SECURITY DEPOSITS

Mastrangelo, 259/E-11 )tf/11/2006
Interest for 2003
Interest for 2004
Interest for 2005

0.74
1.68
0.98

NBSC ReFund Security Depos'it„In'terest 3,40
SOELUXE BUSINESS FORMs 1+300-323-0304 rvmv. dctuxefcrmn. corn
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WYBOO PLANTA'TION UTILITIES„ INC.
SECURITY DEPOSITS

MnDuffie, Scott WP-39/A-39

Interest for 2004
Interest for 2005

12/11/2006

0,56
0(98

NBSC ReFund Security Deposit Interest

WYBOO PLANTATION UTILITIES, INC.
SECURITY DEPOSITS

(EjicDuff) e, Scott WP-39/A-39

Interest for 2004
Interest for 2005

qQ/11/2006 1187
0.56
0,98

NBSC ReFund Security Deposit, .Interest 1.54
I)DELUXE BUSINESS FORMS 2+300.323-0304 «L»)«de(exefcrme. cern
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WYBOO PLANTATIONr UTILITIES„ INC.
SECURITY DEPOSITS

Nakahara, Miki / %OP-32

Interest for 2004
Interest for 2005

12/11/2006 ii95
1.26
0.9.8

NBSC ReFund security Deposit Interest 2.24 .

WYBOO PLANTATION UTILITIES, INC.
SECURITY DEPOSITS

Nakahara, Miki / WQP-32

Interest for 2004
Interest for 2005

I) /11/2006 1195
1.26
0.98

F

wrl

NBSC ReFund security Deposit, rI)jterest 2,24
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'IJ(fYBOO PLANTATION UTILITIES„ INC.
SECURITY DEPOSITS

Raymond, Gilbert

Iriterest for 2005
12/11/2006

1202.
0.98

NBSC ReFund Security Deposit Interest 0.98

WYBOO PLANTATION UTILITIES, INC.
SECURITY DEPOSITS

Raymond, Gilbert

Interest for 2005

1201
0,98

NBSC ReFund Security Depo it„,Interest 0.98
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WYBOO PLLANTATION::UTIL'ITIES„ INC.
SECURITY' DEPOSITS

Robinson, Daovid

. Interest for 2004
Interest for 2005

12/11/2006
1203
1,40
0.98

NBSC ReFund Security Deposit Interest 2.38

WYBOO PLANTATION UTILITIES„ INC.
SECURITY DEPOSiTS

Robinson, David

Interest for 2004
Interest for 2005

12/11/2006 1203
1.40
0,98
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NBSC
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ReFund Security Deport, lhterest 2,38
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WYBOO PLANTATION UTILITIES, INC.
SECUI=))TY DEPOSITS

Rodgers, HarryWP244-D-56

Interest for 2003
Interest for 2004
Interest for 2005

12/11/2006 1204
1, 1 1

'

1.68
0.98

NBSC ReFund Security Deositn Interest 3.77

VfYBOO PLANTATION UTILITIES, INC.
SECURITY DEPOSITS

Rodgers, HarryWP244-D-56

Interest for 2003
Interest for 2004
Interest for 2005

/11/2006 1, 204
1, 1 I

1.68
0,98

NBSC ReFund Secul ity Deosi)~Ihterest 3.77
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WYBOO PL'ANTATION UTILITIES;. INC.
SECURITY DEPOSITS

Rotan, Earl

Interest for 2005
12/1 1/2006 1206

0.84

NBSC ReFund Security Deposit Interest
0.84

WYBOO PLANTATION UTILITIES, INC;
SECURITY DEPOSITS

Rotan, Harl

Interest for 2005
oP/I I /2006' f. 206

0,84

,re rr«»

e

NBSC ReFund Security Depos)t~)i)terest
0, 84
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WYBOO PLANTATION UTIL'ITIES„ INC.
SECURITY, DEPO'S!TS

Swingle, Millar'd-WP295/F-3

Inte! est f' or 2003
Interest for 2004
Interest for 2005

12/11/2006
. 12i.6

.2.96
1.68
0,98

NBSC ReFund Security Deposit Interest
.5.62

)jt)fYBOO PLANTATION UTILITIES, INC.
SECURITY DEPOSITS

Swingle, Ivtil)ard-WP295/F-3 g/11/2006
Interest for 2003.
Interest for 2004
Interest for 200&

e're'sere

1216
2.96
1,68
0.98

NBSC ReFund Security Deposjt Interest 5.62
%DELUXE BUSINESS FORMS 2+000.323-0304 vrmv. de(one(orms. corn
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VfYBOO PLANTA''TION UTILITIES„ IN'C
SECURIT'Y DEPOSITS

Gre'eLi('Sai))m]e CH-35

Re-tound Security Deposit for Lot CH-'35
1'1/17/2005

56,00

NBSC Re-Fund Secuirty. Deposit for Lot CH-35 '56.00
'

/j/YBOO PLANTATION UTILITIES, INC. -

SECURITY DEPOSITS

Greet)n, Sammie CH-35

Re-Fund. Security Deposit for Lo't CjfA5~F
'

/17/2005 1, 1.14
56,00

NBSC

"G~~
Re-Fund Secuiity Depo

'
or Lot CH-35 56.00

HI) DELUXE BUSINESS FORMS 1+800-328.0304 )vtvtv. deluxe!orms. oom
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WYBOO PLA&NTA'TION UT'ILIT&JES, INC
SECURITY DEPOS(TS

Grayer, Crar(ton

Securf('y Deposit Re-Func(
Water use for 7 days
Outs(de Wa(er for 7 clays

f 0/ I 7/2005 1120
50.00
-4,20
-2.3 I

ls BSC

WYBOO PLANTATION U PILITIES,; INC
SECURITY DEPOSITS

Gray„r, Carlton
g/ j 7/2005

Security Deposft Re-Fund
Water use f'or,7 clays
Oo&e&ee wooer 7'or 7 rrer&C

C

o

1120
50.00

rf )0.2.3 (

(

~ ('

NBSC
43.49

$0E(USE SUSI&&ESS FOS&r(S (+800-328-0308 wwweaeluxetorms. corn



BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2006-327-%/S

Office of Regulatory Staff,
Petitioner

Wyboo Plantation Utilities, Inc. ,

Respondent.

)
)
)
)
) CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
)
)
)

This is to certify that I have caused to be served this day, one (1) copy
of the Response of Wyboo Plantation Utilities, Inc. to the Amended Petition of the Office
of Regulatory Staff via electronic mail service and by placing a copy of same in the care and

custody of the United States Postal Service (unless otherwise specified), with proper first-

class postage affixed hereto and addressed as follows:

Wendy Cartledge, Esquire
C. Lessie Hammonds

Office of Regulatory Office of Regulatory Staff
Legal Department

PO Box 11263
Columbia SC 29211

February 14, 2007
Columbia, South Carolina

arol Roof, Paralega


